Introduction/Purpose: Kirschner wires (K-wires) are commonly utilized for temporary metatarsal and phalangeal fixation following forefoot corrective osteotomies. K-wires can remain in place for up to 6 weeks postoperatively and are at risk for wound complications. Their exposure to the outside environment and direct osseous communication makes infection an important concern for the clinician. Early removal, prophylactic antibiotics, and re-operation are potential sequelae of infected Kwires and can affect outcomes. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the incidence of complications of exposed K-wires after forefoot surgery and identify patient or perioperative risk factors for these complications.
